ROCK VALLEY CHAPEL WEDDING POLICY
1. Biblical Basis:


In regard to weddings, our deep concern is establishing Christian homes, not merely 
performing wedding ceremonies.  RVC is not a public facility, it is a local body of Christ 


and therefore retains the right to schedule only those activities that honor our Lord


Jesus Christ.

All weddings performed at RVC must be consistent with the biblical pattern of marriage.  Therefore, pastors will conduct weddings only between one male and one female partner (Genesis 2:21-25) and when both are of like faith.

· A Christian marriage implies that both people are true Christians, who have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ by receiving Him as a personal Savior. The pastors will not knowingly marry a Christian to a non-believer (2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1).  Pastors will also not knowingly conduct a wedding for a couple living together or sexually active unless they agree to separate and keep sexually pure until the wedding.  This is to demonstrate genuine Christian life and prepare for establishing a stable Christian home.  A divorced party(s) wishing to be married must give sufficient information to the pastor to determine that the divorce was either prior to Christian conversion or justified on the grounds of adultery or desertion according to the Bible (Matthew 5:31-32; Matthew 19:1-9; 1 Corinthians 7:12-16).  

· Pastors may also conduct a marriage between two unbelievers who are willing to undergo the biblical premarital counseling.

Pastors asked to perform weddings at RVC who are not RVC pastoral staff will be provided


with a copy of this policy and asked to comply with it.  This includes a requirement for 


premarital counseling.  They must also be in agreement with the Rock Valley Chapel Faith 
Statement.  Final approval of any pastor to perform or assist in a wedding ceremony will 
rest with the Rock Valley Chapel pastoral staff.

2. Initial Steps

     a. Upon inquiry for a wedding to be held at RVC, the church office staff will give the person(s) a 

Wedding Policy information packet.  This material is to be reviewed and agreed to before a 

formal request for a date is made.

     b. To make a formal request, complete the “Wedding Application Form” and turn it in to the 

church office or a member of the pastoral staff.  Then make an appointment for an interview with the Pastor who will be performing the wedding (you will also be discussing 

the premarital counseling process at that time).

     c. Following the interview, the wedding date will be placed on the church calendar, you will be put 

in contact with the church Wedding Coordinator, and the required deposit of $50.00 (for 

non-members) will be due. However, final approval to perform the wedding will not be given 

until the premarital counseling has been completed.
3. Premarital Counseling


In our effort to establish strong Christian homes and marriages, we believe premarital 
counseling is an extremely important step in preparation for married life.  Therefore,

this is required for all couples prior to being married, and will involve the purchase of 
materials (minimal cost of about $20) and about six sessions with the Pastor or other 
designated counselor.

4. Planning the Wedding Ceremony

     a. Wedding Coordinator

The church Wedding Coordinator works primarily with the bride to provide what she needs 

in preparation for the ceremony.  She may ensure that wedding party and family members receive their flowers, take messages to family members, ensure that family and wedding party members are photographed on time, and oversee the safety of wedding gifts.  The Wedding Coordinator assists the Pastor with rehearsal and directs the wedding party’s entrance once the pastor has entered the sanctuary to begin the wedding ceremony.

     b. Rehearsal

Normally, the rehearsal is scheduled for the evening before the wedding day.  The couple is 

responsible to notify all wedding party members of the time of rehearsal and stress the importance of being on time.  A normal rehearsal takes about one hour.

     c. Decorations

The couple is responsible to arrange for decorations.  The church does NOT provide an aisle 

runner, candelabra, unity candle or kneeler.  These can be rented or obtained through your 

florist.  Dripless candles must be used.  If you plan to leave a floral arrangement for the 

church’s use on a Sunday, please notify the church office.

     d. Photographs and Videos

Flash pictures may be taken as the wedding party enters the sanctuary.  Once the ceremony 

begins, because it is a worship service, no flash pictures are permitted.  The photographer 

may take discreet “available light” pictures during the ceremony.  After the ceremony, the 

photographer may pose as many pictures as needed.  We strongly encourage the couple to 

have as many pictures taken before the ceremony as possible.  Video equipment may be 

located on the platform during the ceremony.  No mobile videotaping is allowed.

     e. Music, Vows, etc.

The couple shall select their own music.  Please choose songs that fit the sacred nature of 

the wedding ceremony.  All musical selections, vows, readings, and other elements of the 

ceremony must be approved by the Pastor at least two weeks prior to rehearsal.  

5. Expenses


Building Usage


If either the bride or groom or the parents of either the bride or groom are RVC Members 
or regular attenders (75% of Sunday’s), they will receive the “Members” rates for building 
usage fees.  If circumstances such as college, armed services, etc. have prevented regular 
attendance, this will be taken into account.  These fees include use of the church facilities 

for the wedding rehearsal and ceremony.  An addition fee will be added if you desire to use the church for your wedding reception.

Members: $ 0



Non-members: $100.00


Honorariums


Honorarium gifts should be given to the Pastor, Wedding Coordinator, Sound Technician, 
Custodian, and any musicians that participate in the wedding ceremony.  These gifts are the 

responsibility of the couple and should be given by them personally.  The suggested range amount for these gifts are:

Pastor



$100.00 – 150.00



Wedding Coordinator

$  50.00 -  75.00



Musical Accompanist

$  25.00 –  50.00

Sound Technician

$  50.00



Custodian


$  50.00


A $50.00 deposit for non-members is required to secure the date of the wedding.  

The balance will be due on the date of wedding.

6. Miscellaneous


a. No alcoholic beverages will be permitted inside the church building or on church property.


b. The church is a “Smoke-Free” environment.  Guests may leave the building to smoke.


c. No dancing will be permitted at any reception being held at the church.


d. Only bird seed may be used for throwing as the bride and groom leave.  No rice or 

     confetti are allowed.  Bird seed must be thrown outside the building.


e. RVC assumes no liability for personal injury, damage, theft or loss of personal property.


f. The couple assumes full responsibility for any damages done to the property or facilities


     of RVC by guests, caterers, florists or others related to or hired by the couple.

Faith Statement

Rock Valley Chapel – an Evangelical Free Church

SCRIPTURE - We believe the Bible to be inspired by the Holy Spirit, the only infallible, authoritative 


Word of God, inerrant in the original manuscripts.  II Timothy 3:16; II Peter 1:19-21.
GOD - We believe that there is one true, Holy God, creator of all things, eternally existing in three 


persons - Father, Son and Holy Spirit - each of whom possesses equally all the attributes of 


deity and the characteristics of personality.  Deuteronomy 6:4; Matthew 3:16-17; Matthew 28:19; 
Acts 5:3-4; I Corinthians 8:6.
JESUS CHRIST - We believe in the humanity and the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, conceived by the 
Holy Spirit and born of a virgin.  Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 1:26-38.  We believe in His 
sinless life and in His miracles.  John 10:37-38; Acts 2:22; Hebrews 4:15.  We believe in His 
death for sin.  Romans 5:6-10.  We believe in His bodily resurrection, ascension, intercessory 
priesthood and personal return in power and glory. Acts 1:11; I Corinthians 15:4-6; Hebrews 7:25.
HOLY SPIRIT - We believe in the ministry of the person of the Holy Spirit, whose indwelling and 
empowering of the believers enables them to live godly lives and uniquely endows each believer 
with gifts for the upbuilding of the body.  John 14:15-17; John 16:7,8,13-14; I Corinthians 12:7-11; 
Galatians 5:22-23.
SALVATION - We believe man, though created in the image of God, fell into sin and was lost.  Man's 
salvation is by grace through faith in the shed blood of Jesus, by the washing of regeneration 


and renewing of the Holy Spirit.  Genesis 1:26-27; Isaiah 53:6; Ephesians 2:8-9; John 1:12-13; 


John 3:16-18; Romans 3:23; Romans 10:9-13; Titus 3:5.
CHURCH - We believe the true church is composed of all such persons who through saving faith in Jesus 
Christ have been regenerated by the Holy Spirit and are united together in the Body of Christ of 
which He is the Head.  Only those who are members of the true Church shall be eligible for 
membership in the local church.  John 17:20-23; Ephesians 1:11-14; 4:1-17; Colossians 1:18.
ORDINANCES - Upon confession of faith in Jesus Christ, we believe in baptism by immersion in the 
name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit as testimony to identification with Jesus Christ.  Romans 
6:3-5.  We believe in the observance of Holy Communion as a Remembrance of the sacrificial 
death of Christ.  These ordinances, however, are not to be regarded as means of salvation.  
Matthew 26:26-28; I Corinthians 11:23-29.
SECOND COMING - We believe in the personal and premillennial and imminent coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ and that this "Blessed Hope" has a vital bearing on the personal life and service 


of the believer.  John 14:3; I Thessalonians 4:16; Revelation 3:10; Matthew 24:36,44; 


I Thessalonians 5:1-3; II Peter 3:10; Titus 2:12-13.
JUDGMENT - We believe in the bodily resurrection of the dead; of the believer to everlasting blessedness 
and joy with the Lord in Heaven, and of the unbeliever to judgment, eternal separation from God 
and everlasting conscious punishment in Hell.  Matthew 25:46; Acts 24:15; Romans 14:10-12;


I Corinthians 15; II Corinthians 5:10; Hebrews 9:27; Revelation 20:11-15.
SATAN - We recognize the reality of Satan, his power and influence in the world today and his ultimate 
and final defeat and eternal punishment in the lake of fire.  Job 1:6-12; Ephesians 2:1-2; 
Ephesians 6:10-12; I Peter 5:8; Revelation 20:10.
ROCK VALLEY CHAPEL

WEDDING APPLICATION FORM
Bride’s name ____________________________________________________


Address __________________________________________________


City _____________________________  State ______  Zip _________


Home phone ___________________  Work phone __________________

Groom’s name ___________________________________________________


Address __________________________________________________


City _____________________________  State ______  Zip _________


Home phone ___________________  Work phone __________________

Requested Date/Time of Wedding


Date ________________________  Time ________________________

Please return this form to the RVC church office or mail it to:

Rock Valley Chapel

2780 Shopiere Rd.

Beloit, WI  53511

You will receive a call within one week of receiving this form.

A deposit may be required to secure the date requested.

Date Received ______________________







  (office use only)
